On the ninth anniversary of America’s longest war, the occupations
of Afghanistan and Iraq remain bloody, employing more contractors,
while drones rain death upon Pakistan.
In the months since this statement was written, U.S. courts have ruled
that innocents who have been tortured may not sue, while the Obama
administration defends those who directed that torture be used.
When leaking war crimes is criminalized, remaining silent is a crime.
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S uch measures by Bush were widely

considered by liberals and progressives
to be outrages and were roundly, and
correctly, protested. But those acts which
may have been construed (wishfully or not)
as anomalies under the Bush regime
have now been consecrated into
“standard operating procedure” by
Obama, who claims, as did Bush, executive
privilege and state secrecy in defending
the crime of aggressive war.

U nsurprisingly the Obama administration
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has refused to prosecute any members
of the Bush regime who are responsible for
war crimes, including some who admitted
to waterboarding and other forms of torture,
thereby making their actions acceptable
for him or any future president.
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Ethan McCord, dissident Army veteran of the
unit that killed 12 Iraqi civilians shown in
Collateral Murder.

*On 9/24/10 the Justice Department asserted that
“state secrets” bar any examination of Obama’s order.
**On 9/29/10 a U.S. Federal court dismissed a suit by
the victims’ families on grounds of “national security.”
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